Clothyard

1031

Cloud

the holy sanction of Pope John the Third.

Clothyard, old measure of length. (See YARD.) The clothyard shaft was distinctive of English bowmen.

Cloud. Mist is caused by the condensation of the aqueous vapor in the air into minute globules of water, and clouds may be defined

Riggenbach, and L. Teisserence de Bort (1896). The following classification was finally adopted:

A. UPPER CLOUDS  (average alt. 30,000 ft.). Cirrus (Lat. 'a hair3) ; 'Mares' tails'; delicate   detached   clouds,   taking   the   form   of feathers or thread fibres, often arranged in

Forms of Cloud.

Upper Left, Strato-cumulus. Upper Right, Nimbus. Center, Cumulus. Lower Left, Cumulo-nimbus. Lower Right, Stratus.

as elevated mists. Sometimes the condensed vapor of clouds is frozen into minute crystals of ice and snow. In August, 1894, a meeting of the International Meteorological Congress was held at Upsala, when over 300 cloud pictures from different parts of the world were exhibited, and typical examples selected. These are given in the International Cloud-Atlas by H. H. Hildebrandsson, A.

belts which cross a portion of the sky in great circles; of great importance in weather forecasting. Cirrus and other clouds of this class are composed of ice crystals which refract light and produce the phenomena of halos. Cirro-stratus, or 'sheet clouds', is a thin whitish sheet which at times completely covers the sky, and is frequently the precursor of unsettled weather.